Judicious Obſervation 


D2eadful Coinet, 


Appeared on November 18. 1680, and 
continued until the 1 ottr of Fe- 
| bruary following. — . 
Wherein is ſhewed the manifold Judg- 
ments that are like to attend upon ' 
molt parts of the World. Ma 
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Written by F. W. in New- England. 
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Nunquam futilibus excanduit itnibus'e/Ether. 


Heavens face ſuch Comets ne're did ſtain, 
But mortal Men felt grievous pain. 


Heavens face with Flames was never fill'd; 
But Sorrows great Mens hearts ſoon thrill'd. 


Such Comets when Heav'ns face they cover, 
Beſpeak aloud that Changes hover. 
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SLAS0HCAGACACHAEE B14 
A Judicious Obſervation of that Dreadful 


CoMET which appeared on the 2 oth 
of November, 1680. 


A llence all Fleſh, your ſelves prepare 
To read thofe Lines which written are 


In Heavens large folzo, with the hand 

Of him that doth all chings command: 
My Genius moves me to declare, - 
And to relate what Changes are; 
Like raging Waves of th' Ocean greats 
Rouling themſelves upon the feat 
Of Yeſta now, whereon we dwell; 
And muſt go hence to Heaven or Hell; 
Ple not beſmear my Paper with ' 
Volatile Megrim-Fancies, fith 
The Eccho of approaching trouble | 
Upon us now doth daily double. 

My Muſe grows ſolid, and retires / ” 

From thoſe chill-painted Fancy-Fires 
Wherewith ſometimes ſhe loy?d to. tayy 
And therefore crys, Pardon 2 moy. / * 
A nobler Spark of heavenly heat, 
Both Head and Heart-doth aCtuate. -- 
Heav*ns Sovereign doth unſheath his Swords 
| Becauſe Men do deſpiſe his Word, : + * 
Declar*d by them whom he hath ſent © 
Into the World for that intent. | 
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Heavens ſpangled Canopy above 
Is neatly. filPd by th? hand of Fove, 
With Hyrogliphicks, which contain 
The certain draughts of Joy and Pain, 
Which mortal Men muſt undergo : 
He*s wiſe who can foreſee the Wo, 
And timely ſhrowd himfelf from Harms, 
Which uſher*d are by loud Alarms. 


Upon this eighteenth of November, 
( God grant we all may It remember ! ) 
A dreadful Comet did appear, 
Enlightning alt our Hemiſphear. 
It firſt appear*d in Libra's Sign, 
And thence went South throughout that Trine, 
Which winds towards the Moderate Zone, 
Beyond which there's a frozen one, 
And thence it ſwerves, and {ſo returns 
To us whom Southern So! ne're burns. 

No Exbalation did combine 
To fix this Comet which did ſhine, 
Such Notions flow from foggy brains, 
And Ariſtetle's muddy drains : 
But Sol did ſhine with ſtrongeſt flame, 
Declaring that he takes his aim 
At mortal Men through Burning-glaſs, 
Becauſe aur time to, cry, 'Hafs : 

doth now draw near »— -— 
'This Prodigy which blaz'd throughout 
Earths vaſt Circumference, no doubt 
Preſages greater Change at hand, 
Than hath yet vexed every Land. 
Such Signals are Preludium 
Of diretul Changes that will come 

'? Upon 


$66, 
Upon the Nations : on Men all, 
*Cauſe Vices epidemical 
Do now bear ſway , are in their full. 
Shew me the Land which you can cull, 
Secur®d from Vice, to Vertue prone, 
And Ple engage they ſhall not moan 
The dire efte:ts of Wantonneſs 
But fit and ſing, yea and confeſs 
TH” eternal Praiſe of Sovereign EL, 
Who them ſecur®d, whilſt others tell 
With Heart-amazing words full true, 
The diſmal ſorrows which they rue. 
Fah hides his Counſels in the dark ; 
No Man of Reaſon finds one ſpark 
Of light, whereby he can divide 
What 1s ſuppoſed, and what's try*d. 
Yet many Men, if they?d confer 
Each Man his little, may aver 
In general what is deſignd 
Againſt ev ry perverſe Mankind. 

This Comet ran through tl? Zodiack wide, 
Did quickly through twelve Houſes glide, 
Through many a Conſtellation 
'T his Comet roan'd, which now is gon ; 
Which 1s ſignificant : yet oft 
Our Hemiſphere with Clouds aloft 
_ Was darkned ore, and would not ſufter 
Us to:behold what ſtill did hover 
Over our heads, caus'd by its motion; 
And joining to each Conſtellation. 

Yet thoſe who are remov*d to th* Eaſt, 
Unto the North, to tt? South, and Welk, 
May by their interwoven light, : bl 
Diſcover what to us Is night. - - 
A 3 And 
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' And when their Obſervations all 
| _ Compared are, one general 
; Syſtem may be delineate thence, 
| Which will apparent make to ſenſe 
What is contriv'd and ratif'd 
Againſt all that have God deni'd, 
Who gape and thirſt for ſinful pleaſures, 
That quickly fade ; not for the Treaſures 
Which are divine, and will endure ; 
To which good Men themſelves inure. 
Ple therefore give ſome gentle: hints 
Of this Comets foot-ſteps and prints, 
Engraven in Heavens Adamant 
Againſt the Men who ſtill do pant 
After Earths Vice and Vanity, 
Yet leaving room and liberty 
For thoſe refined Wits, that ſpend 
Their time and pains to find the end 
Deſign'd by him who Comets, and 
Heavens Luminaries doth command, 
.To be for Signs as well as Seaſons, 
To puniſh Men not drawn by Reaſons, 
Seraphick Souls who mount and ily, 
To peep beyond the azure Sky, 
Pth Sign which Z:bra doth poſlelſs, 
Which takes its name from th? Ballances. 
God fixt this Signal in its day, 
As if he did intend to weigh 
Men in the Ballance curiouſly, 
That fo he might their Actions try. 
It went thence South, and ſo came back 
|} To Aries Sign, as if the track | 
\ Of every Man by double eſlays 
God would diſcover in their ways. 
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Tremble O Earth ! Heay*ns curious Eye 
Looks down upon thee from the Sky : 
Dread, leſt he that the Mountains high, 
And Hills ſo great, doth frequently 

At's pleaſure poiſe with greateſt eaſe, 
When he hath try*d both Land and Seas ; 
Writing MENE TEKEL BOHU, 
Turn thy Glory intos Tohu. 

This Comet touch*d the Eagle's Wing), 
Which will make Auſtria's Ears ting. 
Look to your ſelves whoſe Egles fly ; 
This Comet will rain certainly 

Showers of Blood, and grievous things 
Both upon ſmall and greater Kings. 

It touct?d the Dolphin, thats the Fiſh 
Which ſwims with greateſt pace : I wiſh 
Poor Seamen might a Licence have 
Themſelves to keep from Neprune*s Grave. 
Stern eAolzus will Winds ſend forth, 

And turn the ſmooth-fac'd Sea to froath. 
The Heay*ns grow black, the Stars withdraw 
Their ſhining Tountenance, to tPAw 

Of many a gallant ſprightly Lad, 

Who fondly food what once -he had. 
My Mates, my heart doth almoſt bleed, 
Becauſe there are ſo few that heed 

How time runs on, danger draws nigh, 
Which will oretake you ſuddenly. 

You nimble Lads, who Neptune ride, 
And dreadleſs through fierce Ocean flide, 
Reef it awhile : All hands aloft ! 

Mind well your Helm ; for yowl have oft 
Salt breeming Waves, which will not burn, 
Yet muſt become your diſmal Urn. 
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Your Carcaſſes when you are dead 
| Will try the Depth, like Sounding-Lead ; 
Your briny Coats, and {wollen Bulks, 
"uſt roul on Shores like Shipwrack?®d Hulks. 
It ſcorch'd the Swar, and thence will reach 
The Man that's rais'd on high to teach. 
You Livi?s Race, whom God hath choſe 
Us to direct, and ſave from Foes ; 
internal Fieuds, who would us {ſwallow : 
See that in Fires you God?s Name hallow, 
1h's Co:yet threatens you allo ; 
O mind your work before you go 
To dirkeft Shades, to {ilent Grave 
| To work a ſeaſon now you have ; 
| O wh:t your Tongnes, your Arrows {et 
| Upon the String : do not forget 
Todraw the Bow with fulleſt ſtrength, 
| Let Rovers fly zt their full length : 
Direft your Arrow with good aim 
| 
| 


ft thoſe whom you know are to blame. 
You Leaders are, O do not yeeld, 
When you are calPd into the Field, 
A Field of War, a Field of Blood, 
If Elon call you, hee?] make good 
H!s Promiſes. And tho you tall 
In outward view, yet then you ſhall 
Victorious prove, {Even in the end, | 
When Jeſus Chritt-ſhall prove your Friend. 
Your Robes twice dipt in Blood will ſhine 
With Glory laſting and divine ; : 
I.ook to your Charge, the Serpent's brood 

1 Will range abroad in furiops n:ood > 

i Sleep not at all, watch carefuiy, 

' Leit fuch ſow Tares' abundantly 
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Leſt he-that*s calPd o mowyees, 

Inſtead of Gold, obtrude his Droſs. 

God?s Furnace now in Zn is, 

Feruſalem walk not amiſs. 

Th' Refiners Fire will ſoon kindle 

On them that in Religion wrangle. 

Proud Hypocrites who have miſled 

The World, ſhall be hrought to their Bed ; 

A Bed of Sorrows, Shame, Diſgrace - 

For God will now pluck from their Face 

That Vizord of -feign'd SanCtity, 

Under whoſe Maſque they went awry. 

Vain-glorious Hypocrites, who made 

Religions outward ſhew their Trade ; 

Who ſtrain at Gnats, did Camels {ſwallow ; 

Yet inwardly did not God hallow ; 

Cenſorious Wretches, and Back-biters, 

Who with their Tongues were Neighbour-ſmiters; 

Such muſt be brought upon the Stage, 

Becauſe of their Tongues greateſt Rage. 

God will his Churches purify 

From all ſuch Wretches terribly : 

The Wheat will foon be clensd from Chaft; 

And they ſhall mourn who now do laugh. 

God will a Witneſs be with ſpeed 

Againſt all ſuch as do not heed : 

I ſee the frowns of Blood in's Face ; 

El-ſhads now lays hold on's Mace ; 

A Mace of Iron of maſly weight, 

To crufh all them that walk not ſtreight. 

He that is higher than all Kings, 

Lords, Earls, and Barons, with their Rings 

Of Pomp, of Power, of greateſt Might, 

Whoſe Hand directs the Morning-light ; wa 
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Who guides the gloomy Shades of Death, 
And gives or takes from all their Breath, 
Is on his Way, he mounts his Throne, 
And He will be advanc*d alone. 
His Eyes, like ſparkling Flames, do view 
All that are ſtain'd with Etrhzope*s hue, 
And will not waſh their Robes in Blood, 
In tl? Blood of him who 1s our God ; 
That ſacred Blood which only can 
Purge out the ſtains of ſinful Man, 
And make him ſhine with Glory far 
More bright than doth the Evening-Star, 
Qr Phebw in his greateſt ſhine, 
Whole Glory?s next to that's divine. 
His Hand that graſps the Mountains large, 
And ſpans Earth to its utmolt verge ; 
Olympus high, and Yeita low, 
And So! ith? Center which doth go, 
Can take and toſs with greateſt eaſe, 
And doth therewith what-ere he pleaſe. 
His Hand graſps hold on Judgment now, 
And will force all to break or bow ; 
His Sword he draws and flouriſhes, 
He whets the ſame and brandiſhes 
Betore the Eyes of Nations all ; 
Becauſe heel war with great and ſmall. 

Storms follow this tremendous Blaze, 
Which will ſome Chnrch-men ſore amaze. 
God's Houſe which did not long fince ſhine 


With Love and Peace, which did combine 


To make our Bethels Seats of Praiſe, 
Will ere-long look like troubled Seas, 
Like Seas of Glaſs mingled with Fire : 


Becauſe ſome Spirits would be higher 
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Than God or Nature doth permit, 

Such will their Venom ſhortly ſpit - - 

Behind the back, if not ith* face 

Of them that are bleſt Levis Race. 
This flaming Comer will infuſe 

Acoultick heat into thoſe Stews ; 

And alſo beam its flaming Darts 

Into the canker'd froward hearts 

Of Hells black Legion, 1ſhmaelites, 

Who ſtill traduce God's 1ſraelites, 

Becauſe they can't with them combine, 

To give God*s Holy Things to Swine 

Becauſe they ſtand upon their Guard, 

And, Argu:-like, Itrive to retard 

Wild-beaſts inroads, and trampling down 

That which a Chriſtian counts his Crown; 

Proud Phariſees, falſe-painted Tombs, 


Will with Hell's deep and fertile Wombs 
Conjunctions ſeek, to generate 

A ſpurious Baſtard-Race, to grate 
Upon the edge of Saints divine, 

Who will not feed among the Swine. 

He that's a Knaye and Hypocrite, 
Would fain accounted be upright, 

By twiſting other Men awry, 

And loading Truth ev'n with a Lye; 
Such ſtrive to waſh their own foul face, 
By caſting dirt and foul diſgrace ; 

Like th? Phariſee, or Publican, 

| Yet was he not the better Man. 

Falſe Villains that do walk awry, 

Will judg the beſt Men themſelves by : 
Yet dread it not Nathamel, 

God will from hence ſhortly expel : 


Thoſe 
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Thoſe Briars and Thorns which ſcratch thy face, 
Heil root them up, and ſtop their Race. 
Theſe flaming Lights which now appear, 
Do ſhew the Judgment-Day draws near. 
Theſe ſparkling Lights which flame and die, 
Are Signs (tho ſmall) the Judg draws nigh, 


Who will appear with thundring Voice, 


With Flames begirt, and hidden noiſe ; 
Tempeſtuous Storms of flaming Fire 

Will ſerze the Earth, and Heavens higher. 
Hee?]. knead the Earth, and havock make 
Of all wherein moſt pleaſure take. 

His Voice wlll roar , Nature will tremble 
When Judgments ſhall themſelves aſſemble 
Like armed Troops, for to deſtroy 

All thoſe who did his Lambs anoy. 
Heavens Firmament will melt like Lead, 
And falling down, will ſcald the head 

Of Wickedneſs. The Earth will burn, 
And wrap them in its flaming Urn. 

This Fire will Heavens purify ; 
Encircling Earth, 1t will deſcry 

Cloſe Villany, and evil Men ; 

Then all ſhall be renew'd agen. 
Damn'd Wretches here no more ſhall grow, 
Nor over others ſhall they crow, 

As now they liſt, but ſhall be caſt 

Into the Pit that is ſo vaſt, 

So comprehenſive, and ſo wide, 

That Sinners all in it may bide. 

Mean while the beſt of Men ſhall riſe 
Unto that. place, which few Mens Eyes 
Have ſeen, except by t?Eye of Faith, 


And do believe, becauſe ſo faith 
| Fehovah 


Fehovah true, who cannot lie, 
Nor Men deceive with Falacy. 

Ple give an hint, pray mind it well, 
This Comet ſurely doth foretell 
Light breaking forth from darkeſt Cell, 
Strange Rays of Light which ſhall diſpet 
Traditions fond, and Prattice too, 

Tho not without a ſad ado ; 
Myſterious Truths dark Riddles hide, 
The which at length are clearly ſpy?d. 
Great ſtrugling ſhall between-both be : 
At length yow'l "Truth triumphant ſee. 
I ſee the Truth begins to ſpring, 

It ſhoots the blade : but' there's a Sting 
With fiery heat, which will conſume 
All ſuch as kick, and do preſume 

It to reject, and all forſooth, 
Becauſe it ſuits not with their truth. 

A Central Linerof darkſome Shade 
This ſweeping TaiF't6 our view made : 
Which ſignifies the Houſe of Afors 
To thoſe who {till without remorſe 
Are glewed unto fond Tradition, 

And to the Truth will not them faſhion. 

Muſt I with ſorrow and with grief, 
In waſting waſte, becauſe relief 
Moſt Men do want ; becauſe Fire, Hail, 
Froſt, Snow and Drought do cauſe to fail 
Thoſe fatiate Pleaſures, we enjoy'd 
Before we were with theſe annoy*d. 
Muſt ſprings of tears in every face 
Break forth and run in every place ? 
Muſt I ſtill ſee, or muſt 1 hear, 

'T hat moſt things grow exceſlive dear ? 
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Muſt Blaſtings , Mildews, conſtantly 

Be followers of. this Prodigy ? 

Muſt Sailors be drown'd in the deep, 
And Shepherds come to loſe their Sheep ? 
Muſt Husbandmen. loſe greater Catrel, 
And Country-men be forc'd to Battel ? 
Muſt Merchants loſe their great Eſtates, 
And Judges be thruſt from their Seats ? 
Muſt Cities flame, and Churches burn, 
And all things haſte to their firſt Urn ? 
Muſt Tradeſmen languiſh, Ladies pine, 


And ghdly feed among the Swine ? 


Muſt Surgeans and Phyſicians have 
Much Work. to keep Men from the Grave ? 
Muſt all things hilter $kilter run, 
As if that we were; Quite: undone ? 

—Such times draw nigh. —— 

; TLIWN 

Muſt Heathen Nations ſtaſh combine 
To ruine what is proy?d divine ? 
Shall Infidels boldly prefume 
God's holy People to conſume * 
Shall Hereticks be bold to vent 
Such Fallaces as Churches rent ? 
Shall Truth be trodden to: the Ground 
By Policy of Hell profound ? 
Shall Antichriſt his Wound now heal, 
By trampling down the Common-weal ? 
Shall Kings and Princes now fall down 
:T hemſelves and theirs toth? Triple Crown: ; 
Baſely proſtrate, and willingly 
Adore him who in's Villany 
Doth cheat the World fallaciouſly, 
Impoſing on them cuningly ? 


Shall 
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Shall they their Swords and Spears caſt down | 
At's Feet, and {wear to guard his Crown. 
Who is their Vaſlal, and no Prince, 
As will appear when he goes hence? 
Shall th* Golden Cup of Mountebanks 
Cheat all Men, yea, Men of all ranks ? 
Shall no Man ſee and ſhun the Cheat ? 
Sure when *tis thus, God's Wrath is great. 
If any ask how this can be? 
Let him anatomize theſe three : 
I mean the Pope, the 1k, the Devil, 
Grand Architects of all that's evil. 
My Heart is cold, my Quill, graws dry, 
And muſt a while in filencelierm... 
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